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How will America’s changing communities and interact with each other, and what is the role that the 

arts may play in positively impacting those changes over the next 10–15 years?  Some 

ideas/examples drawn from the essay include: 

 As debunked theories and practices—such as the Broken Windows theory, which pit different 

communities against each other and allow prejudice and privilege to override common goals—

become untenable, an opportunity will open up for a new, more equitable way of ensuring safe and 

healthy communities. Creative deployment of the arts and artists will increase connections and 

understandings across disparate and historically unequal groups; provide opportunities for a more 

even-footed conversation; and build agency for marginalized communities to create, maintain, and 

share their own narratives. 

 With a stronger and more sustained lens being trained on issues of gentrification and economic and 

cultural displacement, a movement to find ways of encouraging neighborhood investment and 

population growth without displacing indigenous residents or dismantling long-held cultural beliefs 

will arise. 

 The arts and artists will need to recognize their historic role in displacement, deliberate or not, and to 

deploy their skills as stewards of cultural traditions and points of intersection among new and 

existing residents. 

How will transformations in the definition of “community” change how and where communities find 

strength and cohesion, and what is the role that the arts may play in positively impacting those 

changes over the 10–15 years?  Some ideas/examples drawn from the essay include: 

 As the United States continues to diversify, people will continue to grapple with how to strengthen 

their geographically based communities while also maintaining and strengthening connections to 

their identity-based communities. The arts will continue a long tradition of providing ways for 

individuals to express the nuance and complexity of this identity. 

 Recent and long-standing mistreatment and discrimination against non-dominant groups including 

African-American populations, women, and the LBGTQ community will continue to have damaging, 

dehumanizing impacts on how the members of those communities see themselves. The arts, in 

particular the writing arts, in conjunction with social media and other amplification tools, will allow for 

an increased control of the narrative and a corresponding re-humanization of those community 

members who have felt dehumanized. 

 As minority communities band together to ward off external threats and, simultaneously, seek to 

normalize the way other more dominant communities view them by employing a “politics of 

respectability,” silenced voices inside a community can fester. The arts can work to combat this 

forced assimilation within communities by revealing and celebrating intra-community difference and 

development new narratives of understanding. 
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How will changes in the American economy and the workforce occur, and what is the role the arts 

may play in positively impacting those changes over the next 10–15 years and beyond?  Some 

ideas/examples drawn from the essay include: 

 Devices will become more prevalent and more active, creating ubiquitous connectivity and a 

new paradigm for engaging with each other. Artists and creatives will be a driving force for 

dictating the design, structure, and nature of that new paradigm. 

 The rise of 3-D printing and similar technology will usher in an era of mass customization of 

products and services. The creative worker will drive that customization, and the unleashing 

of creative and personalized impulses among the larger population will drive a general 

artistic renaissance and the return of the artisan. 

 An explosion in the mobility of the workforce and a shift in the nature of work will catapult 

artists and creative workers to the forefront in terms of redefining where, when, and what 

people do to be productive economic drivers. The result will be a new era defined by 

creativity and anchored in the creative impulse. 

How will the American healthcare system change, and what is the role that the arts may play in 

positively impacting that change, over the next 10–15 years?  Some ideas/examples drawn from the 

essay include: 

 Future healthcare will focus on the healing of the whole person and will specifically focus 

more fully on preventative care. In addition, a growing shortage of healthcare professionals 

will lead to a shift in tasks to adjacent professionals and are structuring generally of the 

healthcare team. Art and artists have a high potential to become more fully integrated into 

the healthcare team, entrusted with the care of our citizens, through design, arts-based 

therapies, and preventative exercise regimens. 

 The Affordable Care Act and other new legislation will provide support for mental healthcare 

for the many people who have lacked access to those services in the past. Artists and 

creative arts therapists will continue to be among the first responders to trauma and crisis. 

The arts will also be utilized more fully as therapeutic alternatives to medication and as a 

way of easing and providing comfort to the families of those suffering. 

 As the population of persons 85 and older grows exponentially, so will the need for 

interventions that can prolong cognitive function, increase quality of life and socialization, 

and allow for alternatives for a pending shortage of family caregivers. The arts, already 

known as a good mechanism for dealing with some of these issues, will come into wider use 

as a way of bettering the lives of our oldest Americans. 
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How will the K–12 American formal education system change over the next 10-15 years, and what 

role might the arts play in positively impacting those changes?  Some ideas/examples drawn from 

the essay include: 

 What is expected of students will shift from simple fact recitation and rote memorization 

toward deeper and more nuanced learning via systems and concepts. This shift opens up 

opportunities for the arts to be engaged to create more well-rounded learning environments, 

as well as a need for the arts to step in to achieve equity in access to quality education. 

 The blurring of boundaries between the digital and physical learning environment and the 

increased acceptance of non-place-based learning environments as legitimate alternatives to 

in-school learning will increase, possibly increasing access to education, but also posing a 

very real possibility of niche learning experiences that may narrow the worldview of students. 

The arts will play a role in providing a commons for place-based engagement and learning, 

as well as an outlet for combating such insulated views. 

What changes will occur in the American prison system over the next 10-15 years, and what is the 

role the arts might play to positively impact those changes?  Some ideas/examples drawn from the 

essay include: 

 The next 10–15 years will see a continued rise in the number of children who have been 

impacted by the incarceration of a family member, and the psychological implications of 

experiencing such trauma threaten to perpetuate cycles of incarceration into a new 

generation. Innovative arts interventions and partnerships hold the possibility of both easing 

the trauma of having a parent incarcerated through expressive activity, highlighting the 

unique issues of children of those incarcerated to a larger audience, and providing an 

alternative, less destructive path that may help break the cycle. 

 Shifts from mass, mostly short-term, incarcerations to fewer, mostly longer-term sentences, 

including Life without Possibility of Parole, will correspond with a decline in the already 

minimal interest from the public in interventions that help rehabilitate prisoners who may re-

enter society. The importance of prison-based arts programs, of which there are a handful 

today, will only grow in that new era, as long-term prisoners seek opportunities to maintain 

humanized, varied lives. Arts-based interventions may be able to increase prisoners’ 

connection to others, improve psychological health, and enable prisoners to tell their stories. 

 As attention and care shifts away from an increasingly permanent prison population serving 

long or terminal sentences, political and public will to address core issues—who we lock up; 

the correlation of childhood conditions with future crime; capability of change—will wane. The 

role of the arts, particularly as vessels through which prisoners can communicate their 

stories to the world at large, will become paramount. 
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What changes related to the environment and issues of sustainability will occur over the next 10-15 

years, and what is the role of the arts in positively impacting those changes?  Some ideas/examples 

drawn from the essay include: 

 The next 10–15 years will see a burst of new technological and technical advances that will 

allow the construction of smarter, more energy-conscious appliances, buildings, and other 

devices. This will both mean a shrinking of the ecological footprint of arts experiences and an 

increase in the opportunity to creatively integrate environmentally conscious measures—

including monitoring energy use, community engagement, and conservation efforts—into art 

projects large and small. 

 As climate changes occur and certain parts of the world become less inhabitable, whole 

communities will have to migrate in what has been termed a “climate diaspora.” This 

diaspora will, initially, disproportionately impact marginalized native populations with fragile, 

rich cultural histories. Efforts to preserve and disseminate those cultural and artistic histories 

will both increase awareness of the migration and maintain community cohesion among 

those attempting to incorporate into strange new conditions. 

 While others will not have to immediately move as a result of sea level rise or temperature 

fluctuation, many environments will eventually change so drastically as to impact the feeling 

of being “home.” Artists, in reaction to that unease and as activist leaders, will respond with 

an increase in art driven by environmental and ecological issues across all mediums, which 

will in turn create new public knowledge, dialogue, and action. 

How will America’s transportation and building infrastructure shift and transform over the next 10–15 

years, and what is the role that the arts may play in positively impacting those changes?  Some 

ideas/examples drawn from the essay include: 

 As resources become scarcer, and populations become more aware of their impacts, 

corresponding rises in technology will encourage infrastructure innovations that improve 

resource management. The arts will provide creative outlets for such energy management as 

tools for resource use mitigation, public awareness, and energy generation. 

 Shifts in priorities for consumers, and rising costs of doing business, will drive a new interest 

in sustainable business practices at airports and other large-scale transportation facilities. 

The arts will provide innovative opportunities to pursue such sustainability; increase the 

quality of the core experience; and reduce costs, resource usage, and wear. 

 As the country continues to transition to a customized economy, where consumers demand 

deep, personalized user experiences even in circumstances where utility was previously 

enough, one area that will be deeply impacted is mass transportation. Art interventions in 

stations and transportation modalities will help raise the quality of the end-user experience, 

while advances in design and other creative workforce applications will meld deeper 

engagement with efficient construction and design. 
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What will happen to tourism in America over the next 10-15 years, and what role might the arts play 

in positively impacting those changes?  Some ideas/examples drawn from the essay include: 

 Increasingly, tourists will seek deeply authentic experiences and will sidestep kitsch or other 

more manufactured representations. Tourism will emphasize cultural experiences to respond 

to this increased desire to discover and explore new truths through historical and cultural 

resources and arts-based interpretation. 

 Tourists will seek active experience as much as simply wanting to be in a physical 

destination as an observer. History, sensory experiences, and engaging activities that will 

leave a lasting memory will be paramount. A community’s arts, crafts, and cultural traditions 

will be increasingly engaged to provide this deep level of experience, historical access, and 

memory. 

 A general increased awareness of, and interest in, cultural differences will bring about a time 

when much tourism is centered around both domestic and international tourists being 

interested in learning about other cultural traditions. This soft diplomacy will be carried 

forward through the showcasing of local artistic and cultural experiences, interpretive 

activities, and the participatory arts. 

What changes will occur in the meaning of citizenship and political activation of individuals, 

particularly through the lens of immigration issues, over the next 10–15 years? What role might the 

arts play in positively impacting those changes?  Some ideas/examples drawn from the essay 

include: 

 A melding of technology and cultural awareness will catalyze a growing immigration 

movement through easier activation of cultural memory, the crossing of media for amplified 

effect, and a stronger connection among intersectional identities. The arts will provide a solid 

platform from which to tell their stories, build allies, and link issues across diverse identities 

as they creatively connect their assets for collective thinking and action. 

 A generation of immigrants brought to the United States as children and living under an 

unauthorized status—as well as other youth immigrants that enjoy authorized status—will 

find themselves navigating an increasingly complex identity formation process. Arts and 

culture can be utilized as a mechanism for crystallizing self-definition of the individual and the 

group and activation of political will. 

 As the demography of America continues to dramatically shift, a redefinition of the American 

Dream, the dominant culture, and what it means to be a citizen will occur. Much of that shift 

will be driven by the crossing and melding of disparate artistic and cultural traditions, which 

will also allow for a resistance to outright assimilation over time. 
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